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Begun at EDINBURGH, the 19th day of May 1796, 
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I. 


The KIN Os Commiſſion to Davip Earl 
of LEveN produced, and ordered to 
be recorded. 


Edinburgh, May 19. 1796. 


ME GENERAL ASSEMBLY of this National 
Cnonck being convened and conſtituted, 
there was produced to them, by the Right 
Honourable David EarL of LEVEN, the 
0 King's Commiſſion, ſealed with the ſeal ap- 
pointed by the Treaty of Union to be kept and uſed in 
Scotland, in place of the Great Seal of Scotland, making 
and conſtituting him his Majeſty's High CONT 

| Bi . 


4 ' The ACTS of the 

and Repreſentative in this Aſſembly; which Commie 
fion was publicly read with all due honour and reſpect 
and ordered to be recorded in the books of Aſſembly; 
the tenor whereof follows: _ 85 


(GER GIUS, Det gratia, Magne” Britannie, Franciæ 
et Hibernie Rex, Fidei Defenſor : Omnibus probis homi. 
nibus, ad quos praſentes literæ nofire pervenerit, ſalutem. 
Juandoquidem Nos conſiderantes, quod Generalis Eccleſiæ 
Scotia Condventus in decimum nonum diem Mait proximi con- 
venire ordinatus uit; Noſque abunde cupidi, et neceſſarium 
elſe judicantes in commodum dictæ eccleſie, ut idem eccleſiæ 
generalis conventus die flatuto debite objervetur, atque rebus 
magni momenti Nos alio vocantibus, dicto conventut perſona. 
liter intereſſe nequimus; Noſque abunde ſatigfacti de ſuffici- 
entia et fidelitate fideliſſimi et prædilectiſſimi Noſtri conſan- 
guinei Pavidis Comitis de Leven et Melville, quod ad 
fummum munus Nojtr;' ſupremi Commiſſionarii ad dictum gene- 
ralem conventum rilè exercendum et obeundum uſquequaque fit 
inſtruftus: Noveritys igitur, Nos namunaſſe, conſtitufſe, et or- 
dinaſſe, tenoreque praſentium, nommare, conſtituere, et ord;- 
nare, memeratum fideliſſimum et prœdilectiſſimum No/trum con- 
ſanguinenm Davidem Comitem de Leven et Melville, ſu- 
hremum Noftrum Commiſſionarium ditto generali eccleſie Scotia 
conventu?, dando et concedendo illi plenam poteftatem, commiſ- 
lane m, et warrantum, ſacram Neftram Perſonam et auftorita- 
tem regalem repraſentand!, nec non preſentiam Neftram ſup- 
plendi, et locum Neftrum in didto ſubſequenti generali conventu, 
tanquam Commiſſionario Neſero ad hunc eſectum ſpecialiter 
-conſtituto, tenendi, omniaque alia ad imperium et munus Com- 
miſftonarts pro generali ectleſig conventu peragendi, tam plenè 
adeoque libere in quovis reſpectu, quam quilibet alius in eodem 
ſummo munere fecerat, ſeu quovis tempore:praterito facere po- 
tuerat, vel ac ſi Nos ipſi perſonaliter præſentes facere potue- 
. rimus, Quaque omnia et ſingula que didtus David Comes 
de Leven et Melville, in bac Neſtra Commiſſione proſequenda 
ligitimè fecerit, ſeu fiert ordinaverit, Nos firmiter approbamus 
et ratificamus. Inſuper omnibus et ſingulis dicti conventus et 
eccleſie paftoribus et preſbyteris, cœteriſque quibuſcunque, intra 
illam partem Magne Britannia Scotiam vocatam, ſubditis 
Neftris, cujuſeunque gradus ſeu qualitatis, ut dium Davidem 
Comitem de Leven et Melville, tanquam ſupremum Mo- 
Arum Commilſionarium, quoad eſfectum et modum ſupra mentto- 
natum, revereantur, agnoſcant et audient, ffrict? mandamus 
et precipimus.: Atque hanc Noftram Commiſſionem d dicto de- 


imo nono die Maii, proximi incipere, et deinceps be Jub- 
ks | FR OM vga equente 
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ſequente ſeffione dicti generalis conventiis in vigore continuare, 
declaramus, vel uſque dum a Nobis revocabitur, et exonerabi- 

tur. Iu cujus rei beſtimonium, preſentibus ſigillum Noſtrum 

er Unionts tractatum cuſtodiend. et in Scotid vice et loco Mag- 
ui Higilli ejuſdem utend. ordinat. appendi mandavimus. Apud 
aulam NMuſtram apud St James's, vigeſimo quinto menſis Apri- 
lis, anno Domini milleſimo ſeptingenteſimo et nonageſimo ſexto, 

Regnique No/tri anno trigeſims ſexto. | 

Per ſignaturam manu &. D. N. Regis ſupraſcriptam. 


rr 


II. 


The Kine's moſt gracious Letter to the 
General Aſſembly, preſented to them 
by his Majeſty's Commiſſioner. 


GEORGE R. 


TY Icur REVEREND and Well-beloved, We greet 
you well. Impreſſed with a juſt ſenſe of the im- 
portant benefits, which through the bleſſing of Divine 
Providence have reſulted, during fo long a courſe of 
years, from the meeting of your Venerable Body, it 1s 
with peculiar ſatisfa&tion that We again impart to you 
the ſanction of Our Royal Authority, and aſſure you of 
Our determination to maintain the Church of Scotland, 
as by law eſtabliſhed, in the full and free enjoyment of 
all its rights and privileges. We have again thought fit 
to conſtitute and appoint Our Right Truſty and Right 
Well-beloved Couſin, Davin Earl of Leven and MEL- 
VILLE, to repreſent Our Royal Perſon in this Aſſembly, 
being well ſatisfied with his upright and faithful con- 
duct in the execution of that important truſt, and not | 
doubting but he muſt continue to be acceptable to You, 
from the affection to the Church of Scotland, and the 
zeal for the intereſts of Religion, which he has mani- 
teſted on ſo many former occaſions. The ſubjects of 
your deliberation are awful and important, and em- 
brace the deareſt intereſt of Our Subjects. The proofs 
| e you 
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you have uniformly given of your wiſdom and diſcre. . 
tion, leave Us no room to doubt of your zealous. and 
faithful diſcharge of the truſts repoſed in you. Recom 
mending you to the Divine Protection, We bid you 
heartily farewell, — Given at Our Court at St James's, 
the Icth day of May 1796, in the thirty-ſixth year Wh 


of Our Reign. | 
By His Majeſty's Command, 


PORTLAND. 


Addreſſed thus :—To the Right Reverend the Moderator, 
Miniſters and Elders, of the General Aſjembly of the Church 
of Scotland. | 
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III. 


The General Aſſembly's Anſwer to the 
 Eine's moſt gracious Letter. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


HE gracious letter with which Your Majeſty, has 

been pleaſed to honour this meeting of the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly. of the Church of Scotland, was re- 
ceived with profound reſpect and gratitude. | 

The good opinion which Your Majeſty: condeſcends 

to expreſs of the benefits which. through Divine Pro- 
vidence have reſulted from this Supreme Eccleſiaſtical ' | 
Court, the renewal of the ſanction of Your Royal Au- 
thority, and the aſſurances of Your Majeſty's determi- 
nation to maintain our Church in the full and free en- 
joyment of all its rights and privileges, cannot fail to 
animate us in the diſcharge of our duty, and to con- 


firm our loyalty and affection to Your Majeſty's Perſon 


and Government. 
We return our humble thanks for the confidence 


which Your Majeſty is pleaſed to repoſe in us, by en- 


truſting to us Your Royal Bounty, for the propagation 
of Chriſtian Knowledge in the Highlands and Iſlands of 
Scotland; and we ſhall carefully. endeavour to diſtri- 
bute it in ſuch a manner as may tend moſt effeually | 
to accompliſh this generous and pious defign. We 
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We regard it as a pledge of Your Majeſty's favour, 
char Your Royal Perſon is again repreſented in our A{ 
ſembly by the Earl of Leven and Melville, —a Nobleman 
who is at all times moſt acceptable to us, not only from 
the great affection to the Church of Scotland, and zeal 
for the intereſts of Religion, which he has manifeſted 


on ſo many former occaſions, but alſo from his very 


exemplary conduct in private life. 
We ſhall be ſtudious to cheriſh among the people 
with whom we are connected, a ſpirit of dutiful and af- 
fectionate allegiance to a Sovereign, who, deeply im- 
reſſed with a ſenſe of the awful and important nature 
of Religion, ſhews an attention ſo paternal to the dear- 
eſt intereſts of his ſubjects; and it will afford us the 
utmoſt fatisfa&ion, if, by a zealous and faithful dill 
charge of the great truſts repoſed in us, we ſhall be fo 
happy as to confirm the fayourable ſentiments, with re- 
gard to our Church, which Your Majeſty has been plea- 
{ed ſo graciouſly to expreſs. | 
That Almighty Gop, the Father of our Lord Ixsus 
CarisT, may protect Your Perſon and proſper Your 
Government ;z that He may bleſs the QuEEN, the 


PRINCE and the PRINc ESS of WaATLEs, and all the Royal 


Family; and that, after a long and happy reign upon 


earth, Vou may riſe to a glorious immortality in hea- 


ven, —are the earneſt Prayers of, 
May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 
Moſt obedient, 
And moſt loyal Subjects, 


The Miniſters and Elders met in this Na- 
tional Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


Signed in our name, SY 
In our preſence; 


And at our appointment, by 
EDINBURGH, 
May 21. 1796. 


WM. GREENFIELD, Moderator. 


IV. 
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IV. 
ADpDpREss on His Majeſty's late Preſer- 


vation. 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 


WW: Your Majeſty's moſt loyal, dutiful, and affec- 
tionate ſubjects, the Miniſters and Elders of the 
Church of Scotland, met in the General Aſſembly of 
this National Church, beg leave to take this earlieſt 
opportunity which our annual meeting affords us, of 
preſenting our moſt ſincere and heartfelt congratula- 
tions, upon Your Majeſty's late providential deliverance 
from the attack made by wicked and daring aſſaſſins; 
an attack the more peculiarly diſgraceful to the times 
in which we live, in having been made upon Your ſa— 
cred Perſon, when in the diſcharge of one of the moſt 
important duties intruſted to Your Majeſty by the con- 
ſtiturion. Impreſſed as we have ever been with the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt unalterable ſentiments of reſpect 
and attachment to Your Majeſty's Perſon and Govern- 
ment, we have ſeen with the deepeſt concern and aſto- 
niſhment the views of the ſeditious and diſaffected, 
manifeſtly diſplayed in an act of ſuch daring atrocity. 
We have, however, obſerved, with the higheſt ſatis- 
faction, that the ſeveral branches of the Legiſlature, 
the conſtitutional guardians of the public intereſt, have 
concurred in the adoption of ſuch laws, as we truſt will, 
under the influence of Divine Providence, have the ef- 
fect of enſuring the ſafety of Your Majeſty's Perſon, 
repreſſing the machinations of ſeditious and diſaffected 
men, and of ſecuring the true liberty, happinels and 
tranquillity, of thele kingdoms, | 
That the manifold advantages which we and our 
forefathers have long enjoyed under that form of Go- 
vernment, adminiſtered by Your Majeſty and the other 
Princes of Your illuſtrious Houſe, may be TR 
| | | ent! 
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entire to the lateſt poſterity, and that Vour Majeſty 
may long continue to reign over a free, loyal, and affeo- 
tionate people, are the moſt earneſt prayers of, 
May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty's moſt dutiful, - 
Moſt faithful, and moſt obedient Subjects, 


The Miniſters and Elders met in this National 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. | 


Signed in our name, 


In our preſence, 


EDINBURGH, 
May 21. 1790. 


And at our appointment, by 


N 


Wu. GREENFIELD, Moderator 


V. 


AbDpRESsS to His Majeſty on the Birth 
of a PRINCESs, the Daughter of the 
Prince and PRINCESS of WALES. 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 


NATE Your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, 

the Miniſters and Elders of the Church of 
Scotland, met together in the General Aſſembly, take this 
firſt opportunity of congratulating Your Majeſty on the 
late increaſe of the Royal Family, by the birth of a Prin- 
cels, the daughter of their Royal Highneſſes the Prince 
and Princeſs of Wales. 


C by As 


jeſty, lead us to take part in whatever may add to Your 


10 The ACTS of the 
As our ſentiments of duty and affection to Your Ma. 


domeſtic felicity, we cannot fail to rejoice in an event 
which gives farther ſecurity to the permanent conti. 
nuance of the Crown of theſe realms, in Your Maje. 
ſty's illuſtrious Family, under whoſe mild and equitable 
Government, our happy conſtitution has been ſo much 
ſtrengthened and confirmed, and our national proſe. 
rity ſo greatly increaſed. : 
That Almighty God may bleſs and long preſerye | 
Your Majeſty, to reign over a happy and affectionate 
people: That he may bleſs your Royal Conſort the 
QUEEN, their Royal Highneſles the PRINCE and PRIx. 
CEss of WALES, PRINCEss CAROLINE, and all the Royal 
Family, and that after reigning long with increaſing fe- 
licity, You may at laſt be rewarded with that crown of 
.glory that fadeth not away, through the merits of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is the earneſt prayer of, 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty's moſt dutiful, 
Moſt fathful and moſt obedient Subjects, 


The Minifters and Elders met in this National 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


Signed in our name, 
In our preſence, 
And at our appointment, by 
"EDINBURGH, [ | | 


May 21. 1796. 3 
| WM. GREENFIELD, Moderator. 
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VI. 


Regulations and Overture reſpecting 
the Erection of Chapels of Eaſe. 


Edinburgh, May 26. 1796. 500 7. 


HE General Aſſembly, judging it expedient, that 

no Chapel of Eaſe ſhould be erected without thge 
knowledge and approbation of the General Aſſembly, 
unanimouſly did, and hereby do ordain, That, in future, 


if any petition ſhall be laid before any Preſbytery of 


this Church, for the erection of a Chapel of Eaſe, the 
ſaid Preſbytery ſhall ſtrictly obſerve the following re- 


ulations : | 
© That, in future, when a petition ſhall be laid be- 


fore any Preſbytery of this Church, for the Erection 


of a Chapel of Eaſe, it ſhall lie upon the table till their 
next ordinary meeting; and at that meeting, unleſs it 
„ ſhall appear to the Preſbytery, from the circumſtances _ 
„in which the petition is offered, that the Erection of 
the ſaid Chapel of Eaſe is unneceſſary and inexpedient, 
„they ſhall cite the miniſter and Kirk-Seſſion of the 
% Pariſh, within which the Chapel is intended; and 
ſhall ſummon, by edictal citation, the Heritors of the 
© Pariſh, and if there is a Burgh in the Pariſh, the Ma- 
* giſtrates of that Burgh, to attend the next Meeting 
„of Preſbytery, and to appear for their intereſt, in 
the ſubject of the Petition, if they ſhall ſee cauſe: 
That ſuch Preſbytery, after haying heard the par- 
* ties, ſhall ſufficiently aſcertain the circumſtances on 
#* which the Petition is founded ;—the facts ſtated as 
* reaſons for the neceſſity or expediency of the Chapel 
intended the general plan of the Chapel itſelf ;— 
the eſtimate of the-expence to be incurred in com- 
* Pleting it the ſcheme laid down for diſcharging 
the debts, which it may be neceſſary to contract; 


the plan on which it is propoſed to diſpoſe of the 
| | & collections 


* 
* 
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ö „collections to be made at the Chapel z—the names 
| and deſignations of the perſons in whom the pro— 
* perty is to be veſted ;—the mode propoſed for the 
election of the Miniſter ;—the ſtipend to be pro- 
% vided to him;—and the ſecurity offered for the re. 
« gular payment of the ſtipend: That ſuch Preſby- 
© tery ſhall thereafter report the whole above-men- 
* tioned circumſtances of the caſe, from their minutes, 
* to the next Meeting of the General Aſſembly ; and 
* ſhall not pronounce any final judgment on the petition, 
« till they ſhall have received the ſpecial directions of 
the Aſſembly thereon ; and that it ſhall be competent 
for the petitioners, and for all parties having inte- 
* reſt, to be heard on the ſubject at the bar of the AC. 
“ ſembly.”——And at the fame time the Aſſembly 
tranſmit to the Preſbyteries of this Church the ſaid 
Regulations, as an oVvERTURE on which they are re- 
quired to ſend up their opinions to the next Aſſembly. 
And the General Aſſembly ordain that ſeparate copies 
of this Order and Overture be printed, and tranſmitted 
to the different Preſbyteries. 


* 2 1 — ͤð — eo ” . w — 4 
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| Commiss10Nn of the General Aſſembly, 
1 to certain Miniſters and Ruling Elders, 

ö for diſcuſſing affairs referred to them. 
| 

g 


Edinburgh, May 28. 1796. Self. 9. 


| TTYHE GentRAL ASSEMBLY did, and hereby do nomi- 
; 1 nate, commiſſion and appoint, the Reverend Dr 
| WILLIAM GREENFIELD, one of the Miniſters of the 
1 | City, and Profeſſor of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres in the 
Univerſity of Edinburgh, their Moderator : And,— 
From the Preſtytery of Dornock, Mr Walter 2 55 at 

lyne, 
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8 | : 
. Clyne, Mr Alexander Sage at Kildonan, Minifters ; 
: Captain Robert Bruce Aneas Macleod of Cadboll, 


Ruling Elder :—From the Preſbytery of Tongue, Mr John 
. Thomſon at Diurneſs, Mr William Mackenzie at 
5 Tongue, Miniflers; Mr William Maclean, merchant in 
Edinburgh, Ruling Elder :-—From the Preſbytery of Caith- 
eſs, Mr William Sutherland at Wick, Mr Patrick Ni- 
colſon at Thurſo, Miniſters ; Sir John Sinclair of Ulh- 
fter, Baronet, Ruling Elder :—From the Burgh of Wick, 
Mr James Horne, writer to the Signet :—From the 
Preſbytery of Kirkwall, Mr William Anderſon at Evie, 
Mr James Watſon at South-Ronaldſay, Minifters ; Mr 
Alexander Loungſon, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder : 
—From the Burgh of Kirkwall, Malcolm Eaing, Eſq; 
Advocate: From the Preſbytery of Cair/tone, Mr James 
Bremner at Walls, Mr John Malcolm at Firth, Mini- 
fers; Mr Richard Richardſon, merchant in Edinburgh, 
Ruling Elder :—From the Preſbytery of North Iſles, Mr 
John Anderſon at Stronſay and Eday, Mr Walter Trail 
at Lady-Pariſh, Mznifters John Grieve, Eſq; one of 
the Commiſſioners of Excile, Ruling Elder :—From the 
Preſbytery of Zetland, Mr James Sands at Tingwall, Mr 
David Thomion at Walls, Mzinifters ; Profeſſor Andrew 
Dalzel, Edinburgh, Ruling Elder : —From the Preſbytery 
of Edinburgh, Dr John Erſkine, Edinburgh, Dr David 
Johnſton at North Leith, Mr James Robertſon at Ratho, 
Mr William Moodie, Edinburgh, Mr Robert Dickſon, 
South Leith, Mr Archibald Bonnar at Cramond, Mini- 
ters; Lord Meadowbank, Bailie George Spankie, Wil- 
liam Simpſon, Eſq; caſhier to the Royal Bank, Ruling 
Elders : From the City of Edinburgh, The Right Ho- 
nourable Sir James Stirling, Baronet, Lord Provoſt of 
the City, Mr Thomas Hay, Convener of the Trades :— 
From the Preſbytery of Linlithgow, Mr Hugh Meiklejohn 
at Abercorn, Mr Robert Rennie at Bo-nefs, Mr John 
Sommers at Mid-Calder, Mr John Bell at Carriden, Mi- 
n/ters ; Mr James Taylor, ſhipmaſter, John Meek of 
Campfield, Eſq; Ruling Elders: From the Burgh of Lin- 
lubgow, Robert Blair, Eſq; of Aventown, His Majeſty's 
Solicitor General for Scotland: From the Burgh of 
Qeensferry, James Hopkirk, Eſq; merchant in Glaſgow : 
—krom the Preſbytery of Biggar, Mr Bernard Halden 
at Glenholm, Mr John Ritchie at Dunſyre, Mr Robert 
Anderſon at Symington, Minifters ; John Dickſon of 
Culter, Eſq; Advocate, Ruling Elder :—From the Pre/- 
D bytery 
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bytery of Peebles, Mr William Welſh at Prummelzier, Mr 
William Marſhall at Manner, Minifers 5 James Mont. 
gomery, Eſq; Advocate, Ruling Elder. From the Pref. 
bytery of Dalkeith, Dr Alexander Carlyle at Invereſk, ir 
1 homas Maccourty at Pennycuick, Mr Leſlie Moodic 
at Newton, Miners The Right Honourable Lord Ad. 
vocate, Ruling Elder: —From the Preſbytery of Hadaing. 
tan, Mr Hugh Cunnyngham at Tranent, Mr George 
Hamilton at Gladimuir, Mr George Murray at North 
Berwick, Miniſters The Moit Honourable George 
Marquis of Tweeddale, Ruling Elder :—From the Bureh 
of Haddington, Mr William Cunningham, merchant in 
Haddington: —From the Burghbof North Berwick, Sir Hey 
Hamilton Dalrymple, Bart.:— From the Preſbytery of 
Dunbar, Dr Patrick Carfrae at Dunbar, Mr James Wil. 
liamſon at Whitekirk, Minifers ; John Anderſon, Eſq; of 
Windygoul, Ruling Elder :—From the Preſbytery of Dunſe, 
Mr Selby Ord at Longformacus, Mr Alexander Girvan 
at Langton, Mini/ters Mathew Sandilands, Eſq; clerk 
to the Signet, Ruling Elder :—From the Preſbytery of 
Chirnfide, Mr James Landells at Coldingham, Mr Robert 
Scott at Coldſtream, Mini/fers ; George Buchan, Eſq; of 
Kello, Ruling Elder : —From the Preſbytery of Kelſo, Mr 
Andrew Bell at Roxburgh, Mr William Blackie at Yet- 
holm, Miniters ; Sir James Pringle of Stitchell, Baronet, 
Ruling Elder From the Preſbytery of Fedburgh, Mr Wil- 
liam Scott at Southdean, Mr John Hunter at Oxnam, 
Mr James Rutherford at Hounam, Minifters ; Cap- 
tain John Rutherford of Moſburnford, Ruling Elder 
From the Preſbytery of Lauder, Mr Laurence John- 
ſton at Earlſton, Mr James Baird at Legerwood, 
Miniſters 5 Colonel John Pringle of Georgefield, Ru- 
ling Elder :—From the Burgh of Lander, the Right Ho- 
nourable James Earl of Lauderdale :—From the Preſby- 
tery of Selkirk, Mr William Campbell at Lilliefleaf, Mr 
Charles Paton at Ettrick, Mini/ters ; Mark Pringle, Eſq; 


of Clifton, Ruling Elder :—From the Burgh of Sellirl, 


Alexander Cunningham, Eſq; younger of Hyndhope:— | 
From the Pr:ſbytery of Annan, Mr James Yorſtoun t 
Hoddam, Mr Thomas Smith at Cunibertrees, Mini- 
ers; Joſeph Norris of Newfield, Eſq; Ruling Elder :— 
Fro:u the Burgh of Annan, Charles Hope, Eſq; Adv0- 
cate :—From the Preſbytery of Langbolm, Mr John Ru- 


{ell at Canoby, Mr William Brown at . Mi- 
| C_ mjiers 5 
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aifters 3 Mr James Robertſon, writer to the Signet, Ru- 
line Elder. From the Preſbytery of Lochmaben, Mr Tho- 
mas Henderſon at Dryſdale, Mr William Sibbald at 
Tohnſton, Wr William Wightman at Dalton, Minifters ; 
William Tait, Eſq; Advocate, Ruling Elder :=From the 
Burgh of Lochmaben, Mr William Johnſton, writer in 
Edinburgh: — From the Preſbytery of Penpont, Mr Wil- 


lian Keyden at Penpont, Mr James Keyden at Keir, 


Miniſters ; Mr William Carſon, merchant in Cloſe- 
burn, Reling Elder — From the Preſbytery of Dum— 


fries, Mr Alexander Scott at Dumfries, Mr Wil- - 


liam Macmorine at Carlaverock, Mr Theodore Ed- 
gar Keyden at Terreagles, Minifters ; Thomas Crich- 
ton, Eſq; Advocate, Ruling Elder — From the Preſbytery 
of Kirkcudbright, Dr John Scott at Twinholm, Dr Ro- 
bert Mutter at Kirkcudbright, Mr John Johnſton at 
Croſsmichael, Mini/ters ; James Gordon, younger of 
Culvenan, Eſq; Ruling Elder —From the Burgh of Kirk- 
cudbright, Horatius Cannan, Efq; of Barley: From the 
Burgh of New Galloway, Mr Robert Heron, Preacher of 


the Goſpel: —From the Burgh of Wigton, Mr John Jaff- 


ray, writer in Edinburgh :—From the Preſbytery of 
Stranraer, Mr Anthony Stewart at Newluce, Mr Wil- 
liam Roſe at Kirkcolm, Minyters ; Mr Thomas Adair, 
Eſq; of Genoch, Ruling Elder: —From the Burgh of 
Stranraer, Thomas Smith, Eſq; one of the principal 
clerks to the bills :—From the Preſbytery of Ayr, Dr 
William M*Quhae at St Quivox, Mr John Shepherd at 
Muirkirk, Mr Robert Duncan at Dundonald, Mr James 
Thomſon at Girvan, Mr William Ritchie at Tarbolton, 


Miniſters ; Lord Glenlee, Thomas Kennedy, Eſq; of 


Denure, Ruling Elders : - From the Burgh of Ayr, George 


| Ferguſſon, Eſq; Advocate: From the Prefbytery of 1r- 
dine, Mr Alexander Miller at Kilmaurs, Mr Robert Ur- 


quhart at Kilbirnie, Mr Robert Macvey at Beith, Mini- 
ters; the Honourable Mr Patrick Boyle of Shewalton, 
Ruling Elder From the Burgh of Irvine, David Boyle, 
Eiqz Advocate :—From the Preſbytery of Paiſley, Mr 
Walter Young at Erſkine, Mr lohn Monteith Junior, at 
Neilſton, Mr George Maclatchie at Mearns, Mr Steven- 
lon Macgill at Eaſtwood, Minifters ; Hugh Jameſon, 
Eiq; eldeſt Magiſtrate of Paiſley, Robert Davidion, 
Eiq; Advocate, Ruling Elders : From the Preſbytery of 
Hamilton, Dr James Meek at Cambuſlang, Dr Alexander 


Hutchiſon, at Hamilton, Mr Patrick Macbeth at Glaſs- 


ord, Minifters ; Profeſſor George Jardine, Glaſgow, 


Ruling 
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Ruling Elder: From the Preſbytery of Lanark, Mr James 
Ferguſſon at Pittenain, Mr Joſeph Henderſon at Wiſton, 
Miniſters; James Miller, Eſq; of Hallhill, Advocate, 
Ruling Elder : —From the Preſbytery of Glaſgow, Dr Wil. 
Ham Taylor at Glaſgow, Mr William Dun at Kirkin- 
tulloch, Mr David Dow at Cathcart, Mr John Pollock 
at Govan, Minifters ; Sir John Stirling of Glorat, Bart, 
John Corbet, Eſq; of Tolcroſs, Ruling Elders - rom 
the City of Glaſgoꝛo, John Dunlop, Eſq; of Roſebank, 
Lord Provoſt of the City :—From the Univer/ity of Glaſ. 
gow, Dr Hugh Macleod, Profeſſor of Eccletiaftical Hi. 
ſtory :—From the Burgh of Rutherglen, James Davidſon, 
Eſq; writer to the Signet: From the Preſbytery of Dun. 
barton, Mr James Graham at Killern, Dr John Stuart at 
Luſs, Mr John Gilleſpie at Arrochar, Miniſters ;—The 


Right Honourable Ilay Campbell, Lord Preſident of 
the Court of Seſſion, Ruling Elder: — From the Burgh of 


Dunbarton, Archibald Campbell, Eſq; younger of Suc- 
coth :—From the Preſbytery of Dunoon, Mr Charles 
Stewart at Strachur, Mr Dugald Macdugall at Loch- 
goilhead, Minfters ; John Lamont of Lamont, Eſq; Ru- 
ling Elder :—From the Burgh of Rothſay, William Mac- 
leod-Bannatyne, Eſq; of Kames :—From the Burgh of 
Campbelton, William Campbell, Eſq; of Fairfield: — 
From the Burghof luverary, Humphry Traford Campbell, 
Eſq; younger of Aſhnith : From the Preſbytery of Lors, 
Mr Patrick Campbell, at Kilninver, Dr Joſeph Macin- 
tyre at Glenorchie, Mini/ters ; John Campbell, Eſq; of 
Lochend, Ruling Elder: —From the Preſbytery of Mull, 
Mr Alexander Campbell at Ardnamurchan, Mr Archi- 
bald Maccoll at Tirie, Mini/ters ; Allan Macdougal of 
Hayfield, Eſq; Ruling Elder :—From the Preſbytery of 
Dunkeld, Mr William Innerarity at Caputh, Mr Alex- 
ander Nrven at Dunkeld, Mr Colin Macvean at Ken- 
more, Mr Hugh Macdougal at Killin, Minifters ; Tho- 
mas Elder, Eſq; of Forneth, David Stewart, Eſq; mer- 


chant in Leith, Ruling Elders :—From the Preſbytery of 


Perth, Mr john Inglis at Tibbermuir, Mr James Beat- 
ſon at Dumbarnie, Mr William Aitkin at Scone, Mr Da- 


vid Dow Junior at Errol, Vinifters ; Archibald Campbell, 
Eſq; younger of Clathick, Mr Alexander Beatſon, wri- 


ter to the Signet, Ruling Elders :—From the Preſbytery 
of Stirling, Mr Robert Moodie at Clackmannan, Mr Ro- 
bert Knox at Larbert and Dunipace, Minifters ; Burnet 


Bruce, Eſq; Advocate, Rulivg Elder :—From the Preſty- 


zery of Auchterarder, Mr John Baird at Dunning, Mr 
| Willam 
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William Graham at Foſſaway, Mr Andrew Duncan at 
Auchterarder, Mini/ters ; Peter Murray, Eſq: younger 
of Auchtertyre, Advocate, Ruling Elder :—From the 
Preſbytery of Dunblane, Mr Robert Stirling at Dunblane, 
Mr Patrick Murray at Kilmadock, Minifters ; Profeſſor 
William Richardſon, Glaſgow, Ruling Elder :—From the 
Preſbytery of Dunfermline, Mr Archibald Smith at Kin- 
rols, Mr Allan Maclean at Dunfermline, Mr Andrew 
Robertſon at Inverkeithing, Mini/fers ; Sir Charles Pre- 
ton of Valayfield, Ruling Elder :—From the Burgh of 
Culroſs, George Abercromby, Eſq; Advocate: From 
the Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy, Mr George Willis at Leſlie, 
Mr John Thomſon at Markinch, Mr George Gib at 
Wemyſs, Minifters ; Alexander Park of Lochore, Eſq; 
Ruling Elder: From the Burgh of Dyſart, Mr Alexander 
Whyte, ſhipmaſter :—From the Preſbytery of Cupar, Mr 
Robert Bogie at Logie, Mr Robert Macculloch at Dair- 
fe, Dr Thomas Stewart at Newburgh, Mr Lawrence 
Adamſon at Cupar, Minifters ; George Greenlaw, Eſq; 
of Hilton, Mr David Simpſon in Dunbog, Ruling Elders : 
—From the Burgh of Cupar, Major John Melville of 
Cairnie :—From the Preſbytery of St Andrew's, Dr John 
Adamſon at St Andrew's, Mr Thomas Kettle at Leu- 
chars, Mr Andrew Bell at Crail, Mr David Williamſon 
at Ferry-Port-on-craig, Minifters ; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Alexander Monypenny of Pitmilly, Profeſſor Henry 
David Hill, St Andrew's, Ruling Elders :—From the 
Burgh of St Andrew's, The Honourable Henry Erſkine, 
Advocate: From the Univerſity of St Andrew's, Dr 
George Hill, principal of St Mary's College: From 
the Burgh of Grail, Mr Thomas Weir, writer in Edin- 
burgh :—From the Preſbytery of Meigle, Mr James Ogil- 
vie at Eaſſie, Mr Alexander Thomſon at Lentrathan, 
Mr Colin Symers at Alyth, Minifters ; Sir William 
| Ramſay of Banff, Baronet, Ruling Elder :—From the 
Preſbytery of Forfar, Mr David Ferney at Kinnettles, 
Mr James Mitchell at Aberlemno, Miniffers ; Mr John 
Moncreiff, apothecary in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder :— 
From the Burgh of Forfar, Robert Graham, Eſq; of Fin- 
iry:—From the Preſbytery of Dundee, Mr Walter Tait 
at Lundie and Fowlis, Mr Patrick Macvicar at Dundee, 
Mr James Scott at Auchterhouſe, Minifters ; George 
Paterſon, Eſq; of Caſtlehuntly, Ruling Elder: From the 
Burgh of Dundee, James L'Amy, Eſq; Advocate, younger 
of Dunkenny :—From the Preſbytery of Aberbrothock, Mr 
John Gowans at Lunan, Mr William Milligan at mw 
E en, 


Mr Alexander Simpſon at Old Machar, Minifters ; Wi]. 
_ liam Robertſon, Eſq; Advocate, Procurator for the 


Gordon at Cabrach, Minifters ; James Gordon, Eſq; 


Monymuſk, Mr William Cock at Culſalmond, Minifters ; 


net, Ruling Elder :—From the Preſbytery of Fordyce, Mr 
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den, Minifters ; Mr Thomas Milne, merchant, Canon. 
gate, Ruling Elder :—From the Preſbytery of Brechin 
Mr Robert Hannah at Strickathrow, Mr James Mit. 
chell at Montroſe, Mr Andrew Ferguſlon at Maryton 
Miniſters ; James Wauchope, Eſq; younger of Edmon. 
ſtone, Advocate, Ruling Elder :— From the Burgh of Bre. 
chin, Adam Gillies, Eſq; Advocate: From the Preſby. 
tery of Fordoun, Mr Alexander Thom at Glenbervie, 
Mr James Leſlie at Fordoun, Mr George Cook at Lay. 
rencekirk, Miniſters ; John Burnet, Eſq; Advocate, Ry. 
ling Elder. —From the Preſbytery of Aberdeen, Dr George 
Gordon at Aberdeen, Mr George Moriſon at Banchory 
Devenick, Mr Alexander John Forſyth at Belhelyie, 


Church, John Gordon, Eſq; of Craig, Ruling Elders : 
From the Preſbytery of Kincardine O' Neal, Mr Robert 
Farquharſon at Logie Coldſtone, Mr Alexander Mearns 
at Cluny, Mr Alexander Robertſon at Coul, Minifers ; 
William Macdonald, Eſq; of Reneaton, Ruling Elder :— 
From the Preſbytery of Alford, Mr John Harper at Kil- 
drummy, Dr George Minty at Kinnethmont, Mr John 
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younger of Craig, Ruling Elder From the Preſbytery 
of Ellon, Mr Alexander Cock at Cruden, Mr George Pi. 
rie at Slains, Miniſters :—From the Preſbytery of Garich, 
Mr Thomas Tait at Meldrum, Mr Alexander Duff at 


William Gordon, Eſq; younger of Rothney, Ruting El. 
der: From the Preſbytery of Deer, Mr John Lundie at 
Loanmay, Mr William Cumin at Rathen, Mr William 
Fraſer at Tyrie, Mini/ters ; Mr John Taylor, writer to 
the Signet, Ruling Elder: From the Preſbytery of Turref, 
Mr John Falconer at Fyvie, Mr Robert Gordon at Drum- 
blade, Minifters ; Mr Archibald Miln, writer to the Sig— 
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Robert Grant at Cullen, Mr Alexander Gray at Ordi— 
quhill, Minifters ; Mr George Andrew, writer in Edin- 
burgh, Ruling Elder :—From the Burgh of Banff, George 
Cranſton of Dewar, Eſq;—From the Preſbytery of Strath- 
bogie, Mr James Miln at Rhyne, Mr Francis Forbes at. 
Grange, Minifters ; Mr Baron Gordon, Ruling Elder: | 
From the Preſbytery of Aberlour, Mr George Cruik- 
ſhank at Rothes, Mr William Spence at Inveraven, Mi 
nifters ; The Honourable Arthur Duff, Ruling Elder c— 


From the Preſbytery of Abernethy, Mr Lewis Grant at 
Cromdale, 
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cromdale, Mr John Anderſon at Kinguſie, Minifters ; 
Dr Gregory Grant, phyſician in Edinburgh, Ruling Al- 
lr From the Preſbytery of Elgin, Mr James Gillan at 
Speymouth, Mr William Macbaine at Alves, Minifters ; 
Mr Thomas Gordon, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder : 
From the Burgh of Elgin, Mr Francis Nicol, preacher 
of the Goſpel: From the Preſbytery of Forres, Mr Wil- 
liam Stephen at Rafford, Mr John Hoyes art Kinloſs, 
Miniſters 5 George Cuming of Relugas, Eſq; Ruling El- 
ger: From the Preſbytery of Nairn, Mr John Morriſon 
at Nairn, Mr John Paterſon at Auldearn, Mmifters ; Mr 
Alexander Grant, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder : — 
From the Preſbytery of Inverneſs, Mr Alexander Fraſer 
at Inverneſs, Mr Hugh Mackay at Moy, Minifters ; Si- 


Preſbytery of Chanonry, Mr Roderick Mackenzie at Kil- 
muir Weſter, Mr Robert Smith at Cromarty, Miniſters ; 
Convener John Lindſay of Edinburgh, Ruling Elder :— 
From the Preſhytery of Tain, Mr John Mathiſon at Kil- 
muir Eaſter, Mr Thomas Urquhart at Roſskeen, Mini- 
fers Charles Roſs, Eſq; Advocate, Ruling Elder — 
From the Preſbytery of Dingwall, Mr John Fraſer at Kil- 
morack, Mr Charles Calder at Urquhart, Minifters ; Mr 
Kenneth Mackenzie, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder 
—From the Preſbytery of Abertarph, Mr Thomas Roſs 
at Kilmanivaig, Mr James Grant at Urquhart, Minifers : 
From the Preſbytery of Sky, Mr Martin Macpherſon at 
Slate, Mr Malcolm Macleod at Snizort, Minifters ; The 
Right Honourable Alexander: Lord Macdonald, Ruling 
Elder :—From the Preſbytery of Uiff, Dr John Macleod 
at Harris, Mr Edmund Macqueen at Barra, Minifers ; 
Hector Macdonald Buchanan, Eſq; writer to the Signet, 
Ruling Elder — From the Preſbytery of Lochcarron, Mr 
John Macrae at Glenſhiell, Mr Alexander Downie at 
Lochalſh, Minifters ; Bailie Daniel Miller Canongate, 
Ruling Elder: And the General Aſſembly added thereto 
Dr Henry Grieve, one of the Miniſters of Edinburgh, in 
place of the Moderator: To BE CommMiIsSIONERs of this Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, to the effect after mentioned; with power 
to the ſaid Commiſſioners, or their quorum, which is here- 
by declared to be any thirty-one of the ſaid Commiſ- 
honers, whereof twenty-one are always to be miniſters, 
o meet and convene within the Aſſembly-houſe at 
Edinburgh, the firſt day after the diſſolution of this 
— WH \f{embly, at ten of the clock in the forenoon; and 
thereafter, the ſecond Wedneſday of Auguſt, third 
Wedneſday of November, and the firſt Wedneſday of 
arch next to come, and oftener, when and where 2 
a 


mon Fraſer of Faraline, Eſq; Ruling Elder :—From the 
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ſhall think fit and convenient, with power to the ſaid 
Commiſſioners to chuſe their own Moderator: And like. 
wile, the General Aſſembly fully empowers their 1; 
: Commiitioners, or their quorum above mentioned, to 
cognoſce and finally determine, as they ſhall fee cauſe 
in every matter referred, or that ſhall be referred t, 
them, by an act or order of this Aſſembly ; and to do 
every thing contained in, and conform to the inſtryc. 
tions given, or to be given by this Aſſembly ; and to 
advert to the intereſt of the Church on every occaſion 
that the Church, and prefent eſtabliſhment thereof The 
not ſuffer or ſuſtain any prejudice which they can pre. 
vent, as they will be anſwerable: Provided always, that 
this general clauſe be not extended to particular affairs 
or proceſſes before Synods or Preſbyteries, that are not 
of univerſal concern to, or influence upon, the whole 
Church. And it is hereby appointed, that no private 

roceſſes be determined, except at the four ſtated diets; 
and what ſhall be determined at one diet of the Com- 
miſſion, with relation to private cauſes, ſhall be unal- 
terable by any other diet thereof, and ſhall ſtand and 
continue in force till diſapproved of by the General 
Aſſembly. And the Aſſembly renews the inſtructions 
given by the General Aſſembly in the year One thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and ſeventeen to their Commiſſion, 
and appoints the ſame to ſtand in full force as inftruc- 
tions to the Commiſſioners before named, and to be ob- 
ſerved by them in all points, as if the ſame were ſpe- 
cially here inferted ; and that they inquire into the pu- 
bliſhing and ſpreading of books and pamphlets, tending 
towards the promoting of opinions of whatever kind, 
inconſiſtent with our Confeſſion of Faith ; and that the 
recommenders of ſuch books and pamphlets, or the er- 
rors therein contained, whether by word, writ, or print, 
be called before the taid Commillion, to anſwer for the 
ſame. And further, the ſaid Commiſſion is hereby em- 
powered to receive any references and appeals that ſhall 
be made to them from Synods, in matters of doctrine, 
and ripen ſuch affairs for the next General Aſſembly ; 
and to contribute what they can to the ſuppreſſing of 
vice and immorality, and give all needful advice and 
aſſiſtance to Synods and Preſbyteries, upon application 
to them for that end: Likewiſe, to take care that the 
impreſſions of the Holy Scriptures, the Confeſſion of Faitb, 
and Catechiſms, and ſuch books as are authorized by 


this Church, relating to the doctrine, worſhip, = 
a pl 
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oline and government thereof, be correct; and give 
directions about printing the ſame. And the Com- 
miſſioners are appointed and empowered to keep a 
correſpondence with the Committee for reformation 
of the Highlands and Iſlands, for ſuppreſſing Popery 
and ſuperſtition, and for promoting the knowledge 
of true religion, and carrying on a reformation in 
theſe parts, and give aſſiſtance and concurrence there- 
in; and, if need be, to apply to the Government for a 
proper remedy and ſpeedy redreſs. And the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners are hereby ſtrickly prohibited and diſcharged 
to meddle in any other matters than what are commit- 
ted and referred to them, as above mentioned: And, 
in all their actings, they are to proceed according to 
the acts and conſtitution of this Church, and to do no- 
thing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the ſame; 
declaring, that, in and for all their actings, they ſhall 
be accountable to, and cenſurable by the next General 
Aſſembly, as they fhall ſee cauſe. And the General 
Aſſembly appoints the ſaid "Commiſſioners particularly 
to obſerve the acts of the General Aſſemblies One 
thouſand ſeven hundred and twelve, and One thouſand 
ſeven hundred and nineteen, reſpecting the application 
of the public money; which two acts are printed among 
the acts of Aſſembly One thouſand ſeven hundred and 
fixty-one. And this Commiſſion is to continue and en- 
dure until another Commiſſion be appointed; and mem- 
bers are required to attend the diets of the ſaid Com- 
miſſion ; and abſents therefrom are ordered to be noti- 
ced, according to the 17th act of the General Aſſembly 
held in the year One thouſand ſeven hundred and fix. 
And for the better ſecuring ef a quorum, and attend- 
_ ance of members on the Commiſſion, the General Aſ- 
ſembly prohibits the Preſbytery of Edinburgh, or any 
other Preſbytery within twelve miles thereof, to meet 
on any of the days or weeks appointed for the meeting 
of this Commiſſion ; and ſuch of the members of theſe 
Preſbyteries as are on the Commiſſion, are required, all 
of them to give attendance on the diets «thereof ; and 
the Preſbyterics at a greater diſtance, who have four or 
more members on the Commiſſion, are to take care, 
that at leaſt two of them attend each diet of the ſame : 
And the General Aſſembly appoint their Commiſſion, at 
their firſt meeting, to diſcuſs as many of the cauſes and 
queſtions relative to the ſettlement of vacant churches, 
which are or ſhall be referred to them by the Aſſembly, 
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as they can overtake. And it 1s further provided, thy 


when any Prefbytery or Synod of this Church ſhall de. 
cline to comply with the ſentence of the Commiſſion 
or to give the ſame a full execution, in that caſe the 
Commiſſion is hereby prohibited to execute the ſame 
by appointing any ſuch correſpondent meeting, ag has 
been ſome time the practice, but ſhall allow the ſame to 
lie over to the enſuing Aſſembly, to which ſuch Preſby- 
teries or Synods ſhall be anſwerable for ſuch their con. 
duct, and are hereby appointed to ſend up with their 


Commiſſioners their reaſons for the ſame. And that in 


paſling their ſentences, and 1n ordering the execution 
of the ſame, they ſtrictly obſerve the 12th act of the 
Aſſembly One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty. ſix. 


F 


VIII. 


CoMMISSION to ſome Miniſters and Ru- 
ling Elders, for the Reformation of 


the Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland, 
and for managing his Majeſty's Royal 


Bounty for that end. 
Edinburgb, May 30. Se. 9. 


HE GENERAL ASSEMBLY did, and hereby do no- 
minate and appoint the Reverend Dr WILLIAM 


-GREENFILD, one of the Miniſters of the City, and Pro- 
feſſor of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres in the Univerſity 
of Edinburgh, their Moderator, all the minifters who 
are members of the Preſbytery of Edinburgh, Mr War. 


ter Roſs, Mr William Mackenzie, Mr William Suther- 
land Mr James Watſon, Mr James Bremner, Mr John 


Anderſon at Stronſay, Mr James Sands, Mr Hugh Meikle. 
john, Mr Robert Anderſon, Mr William Marſhall, Dr 


Alexander Carlyle, Mr George Murray, Mr Selby Ord, 


Mr Robert Scott, Mr William Blackie, Mr m_ 
x 
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scott, Mr William Campbell, Mr John Ruſſell, Mr Tho- 
mas Henderſon, Mr William Keyden, Mr Alexander 
Scott, Mr John Johnſton, Mr William Roſe, Dr Wil- 
liam Macquae, Mr John Shepherd, Mr Alexander Mil- 


er, Mr Walter Young, Dr James Meek, Mr James Fer- 


guſſon, Dr William Taylor, Dr John Stuart, Mr Dugald 
Macdougal, Mr Patrick Campbell, Mr Alexander Camp- 
bell, Mr William Innerarity, Mr Alexander Niven, Mr 


John Inglis, Mr James Beatſon, Mr Robert Moodie, Mr 


john Baird, Mr Patrick Murray, Mr Allan Maclean, 
Mr George Willis, Mr Robert Bogie, Dr John Adamſon, 


Dr George Hill, Mr James Ogilvie, Mr David Ferney, 


Mr Patrick Macvicar, Mr William Milligan, Mr Robert 
Hannah, Mr George Cook, Dr George Gordon, Mr 
Alexander Mearns, Mr John Harper, Mr Alexander 
Cock, Mr Thomas Tait, Mr John Lundie, Mr John Fal- 


coner, Mr Robert Grant, Mr James Miln, Mr George 


Cruickſhank, Mr Lewis Grant, Mr William Macbain, 
Mr John Hoyes, Mr John Morriſon, Mr Hugh Mackay, 
Mr Roderick Mackenzie, Mr John Mathieſon, Mr John 
Fraſer, Mr Thomas Roſs, Mr Martin Macpherſon, Dr 
John Macleod, Mr John Macrae, Minifters ; Mr Wil- 
liam Maclean, Sir John Sinclair, Baronet, Mr James 
Horne, Mr Alexander Loungſon, Malcolm Laing, Eſq; 
Mr Richard Richardſon, Commiſſioner Grieve, Profeſ- 
for Dalzel, Lord Meadowbank, Baillie George Spankie, 
William Simpſon, Eſq; the Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, 


Convener Thomas Hay, John Meek, Eſq; Mr Soliciter 


General, John Dickſon, Eſq; James Montgomery, Elq; 
the Right Honourable the Lord. Advocate, Matthew 
Sandilands, Eſq; the Earl of Lauderdale, Mark Pringle, 
Eq; Mr Alexander Cunningham, Mr Joſeph Norris, 
Charles Hope, Eſq; Mr James Robertſon, William Tait, 
Eq; Mr William Johnſton, Mr Horatius Cannan, Mr 
Robert Heron, Mr John Jeffrey, Mr Thomas Adair, Mr 
Thomas Smith, Lord Glenlee, George Ferguſſon, Eſq; 
the Honourable Patrick Boyle, David Boyle, Eſq; Ro- 
bert Davidſon, Eſq; Provoſt John Dunlop, Dr Hugh 
Macleod, Mr James Davidſon, the Right Honourable 
the Lord Preſident, Archibald Campbell, Eſq; unor, 
John Lamont, Eſq; William Macleod-Bannatyne, Eſq; 
William Campbell of Fairfield, Eſq; Humphry Traford 
Campbell, Eſq; Mr Allan Macdougal, Thomas Elder, 
£19; Mr Alexander Beatſon, George Abercromby, Eſq; 
Major John Melville, Lieutenant Colonel Alexander 
Monypenny, Mr Thomas Weir, Sir William Ramſay, 

| Baronet, 
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James L'Amy, Eſq; Mr Thomas Milne, James Way. 
.chope, Eſq; Adam Gillies, Eſq; John Burnet, Eſq; the 


Taylor, Mr Archibald Miln, Mr George Andrew, George 


of undoubred loyalty to his Majeſty, and of competent 
being hereby appointed to be ſubject to, and under the 


the Committee be duly obſerved by them. And the 


religion, and the obligations they are under to duty aut 
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Baronet, Mr John Moncreiff, Robert Graham, Eſq; 


Procurator, Mr William Macdonald, James Gordon, 
Eſq; younger of Craig, Mr William Gordon, Mr John 


Cranſton, Eſq; Baron Gordon, the Honourable Arthur 
Duff, Dr Gregory Grant, Mr Thomas Gordon, My 
George Cumin, Mr Alexander Grant, Convener John 
Lindſay, Charles Roſs, Eſq; Mr Kenneth Mackenzie, 
Lord Macdonald, Mr Hector Macdonald Buchanan, Bai. 
lie Daniel Miller, Ruling Elders; To BE A Commitrey 
of this Aſſembly, for the reformation of the Highland; 
and Iflands of Scotland, for promoting the knowledge 
of true religion, ſuppreſſing Popery and profaneneſ,, 
and for managing the Royal Bounty for theſe ends, ac. 
cording to, and in terms of his Majeſty's grant to this 
Aſſembly. In proſecution of which purpoſes, the Com- 
mittee are to appoint Preachers .and Catechiſts, to go 
to ſuch places as they ſhall find, upon due information, 
to be the moſt proper, according to his Majeſty's de- 
ſign, expreſſed in His warrant ; and, in ſo doing, that 
they have particular regard to ſuch parithes in South 
Uift, Small Iſles, Glenco, Harris, the countries of Moi. 
dart, Glengary,, and Lochaber, and the other pariſhes 
.of the Synods of Glenelg and Argyle, which the Com- 
mittee ſhall find, by reaſon of the vaſt extent, by the 
prevalency of Popery and ignorance, and other unhap- 
Þy circumftances, to be in the greateſt diſtreſs : And 
they ſhall take care, that the perſons they employ be 
certified and found, upon due trial, to be properly qua- 
lified for theſe reſpective offices, of good abilities for 
For the ſame, of a pious life and converſation ; prudent, 


{kill in the principles of Divinity, and particularly in 
Popiſh controverſies : Such Preachers and Catechilis 


inſpection of the Preſbyteries of the bounds to which 
they are ſent, who are to take care that the orders of 


Preachers are alſo appointed to catechiſe, and both ys” 
and the Catechiſts to inſtru the people from houle 
to houſe, and to viſit the ſick; and in all their la- 
bour among the people, to be careful to teach them the 
principles and duties of the true Chriſt ian Proteſtant 


loyalty 
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loyalty to our Sovereign King George, and obedience 
tothe laws: And the Committee are empowered to give 
them ſuch inſtructions as to their work and behaviour, 


as they ſhall judge meet; which inſtructions the Preach- 


ers and Catechiſts are hereby ordered to obey. The Ge- 
neral Aſſembly do further appoint the ſaid Committee 
to have a particular regard, in-their proceedings, to the 
regulations agreed upon by the Committee of the Aſ— 
ſembly for managing the Royal Bounty, on the zoth of 
September 1730, approved by frequent Aſſemblies; and 
to take care that Preſbyteries, and others concerned, 
obſerve the ſame, which they are hereby ordered to do: 
Particularly, the Aſſembly ordains the ſeveral Preſby- 


teries to inſert in their regiſters the Committee's ap- 


pointments of the defignations, ſalaries, and ſtations of 
the ſeveral Miſſionaries, and to have an exact regard 
thereto, in all the letters they ſhall write about the ſaid 
Miſſionaries, and in gtving of certificates to them ; and 
to direct all their letters, concerning Miſſionaries in 
their bounds, only to the Moderator of the Committee; 
which letters ſhall be ſigned, at the appointment of the 
Preſbytery, by the Moderator or Clerk thereof: And 
the Aſſembly does diſcharge any payment to be made 
of the ſalaries of the Miſſionaries, except upon receipts 
from the Miſſionaries themſelves, and upon certificates 
from the Preſbyteries, bearing, that they have ſerved 
for the time mentioned 1n the receipts; and that ever 

Catechiſt, who receives a ſalary from the Royal Bounty, 
on condition that the pariſhioners, or gentlemen of the 
diſtri ſhall pay a certain ſum in aid of ſuch ſalary, 
mall inſert, in the body of his receipt to the Caſhier, a 
declaration, that he has received the particular ſum ſpe- 
atied; and that the atteſtation of the Preſbytery ſhall, 
in like manner, bear, that the Catechiſt has received 
the ſtipulated ſum which the Committee make the con- 
dition of his appointment; it being underſtood by this 
reſolution, that the ſeveral ſtations, with regard to which 
ſuch conditions were originally made by the Commit- 
tee, when no ſuch declaration of the-Catechift, or atte- 
ſation of the Preſbytery, as is now propoſed, is recei- 
ved by the Caſhier, ſhall be afterwards ſuppreſſed by 
the Committee, though the Catechiſt ſhall, notwithſtand- 
ng, receive the ſalary for the time he is certified to 
have performed his duty. That a journal of the itine- 
fant's labours in the miniſtry, of the miſſion committed 
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to him, be written on the back of the Preſbytery's cer. 
tificate, and ſigned by him, as the ground on which the 
Preſbytery have granted him ſaid certificate. The Ge. 
neral Afſembly do alſo empower the ſaid Committee tg 
.apply, for the purpoles above mentioned, what may re. 
main of the laſt year's Royal Bounty not diſpoſed of, 
by reaſon of any of the Miſſionaries not fulfilling the 
appointments laid upon them; and that they are to 
:keep a regiſter of their proceedings, and likewiſe di. 
{tint books of accounts, how the foreſaid money 
is beſtowed, which ſhall be patent to any concerned, 
who pleaſe to inſpect the ſaine. Of the perſons above 
named, as Members of this Committee, fave are declared 
to be a quorum, whereof three are to be Miniſters, But 
it is hereby appointed, That at the quarterly meeting 
of the Committee, in which the {ſcheme or eſtablih- 
ment of Miſſionaries for the enſuing year is to be ap. 
proved and determined, not leſs than fourteen ſhall be 
the quorum, whereof nine ſhall be Miniſters ; and the 
ſaid Committee are appointed to have their firſt general 
meeting at Edinburgh, the firſt lawful day after the ad- 
journment of the firſt of the ſtated diets of the Com- 
miſſion of the General Aſſembly ; their ſecond meeting 
(which is for fixing the annual ſcheme) upon the ſe. 
.cond Thurlday of July, with power to thoſe Members 
who ſhall then be preſent, to adjourn ; and their other 
two general meetings the firſt lawful days after the ſta- 
ted meetings of the Commiſſion of the General Aſſem- 
bly, in November and March, within the Aſſembly ayle 
at ten of the clock in the forenoon, except that day 


| ſhall fall to be Saturday, and then the meeting ſhall be 


upon Monday next thereafter, at the ſaid hour; with 
power to the ſaid Committee to adjourn themſelves to 
tuch times and places as they ſhall find moſt needful 
and convenient: And they are to keep a correſpond- 
ence with the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, 
and the Society for Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 
and their Committee of Directors, and to take their ad- 
vice and aſliſtance ; and alſo to correſpond with the 
Synods and Preſbyteries concerned. They are likewiſe 
inſtructed and empowered, as they ſhall ſee caule, to 
apply to the Government, or any Magiſtrate, for aſſiſt- 
ance and ſupport in carrying on the deſign of the com- 
miſſion now given to them. And the General Aſſembly 
do appoint Mr William Robertſon, Advocate, Procura, 


tor for the Church, and Receiver of the foreſaid Royal 
| | Bounty, 
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' Bounty, to pay out the ſame, as he ſhall be directed and 


ordered by the foreſaid Committee, and according to 


their rules. And the ſaid Committee are appointed to 


examine the accounts of the diſtribution of the Royal 
Bounty, and lay the ſame before the Lords Commiſſion- 


ers of His Majeſty's Treatury, or the Barons of His 


Majeſty's Court of Exchequer, and to report their dili- 
rence to the General Aſſembly, to whom they are to be 


- accountable. And it is agreed, That no perſon once 


employed and inſert in the ſcheme, ſhall be ſtruck out 
thereof for that year, but by the quorum of at leaſt 
fourteen, whereof nine to be. Miniſters; and in caſe 
any complaint fhall be made againſt any of them on 


the ſcheme, it ſhall not be determined the firſt ordinar 


meeting that the ſame is offered, but it ſhall lie on the 
table tiH another meeting; and in the mean time, the 
perſon complained of, and the Preſbytery of the bounds 
wherein he officiates, ſhall be acquainted of ſuch com- 


plaint, and thoſe concerned be required to ſend to the 


{aid Committee a juſt account of the matter againſt 
the next meeting. - And it 1s farther appointed, That 


after the yearly ſcheme of Miſſionaries on the Royal 


Bounty is ſettled in manner above directed, and no- 
tice thereof given by letters to the Preſbyteries con- 


cerned, ſuch Preſbyteries ſhall ſend up to the ſaid Com- 


mittee their anſwer to theſe letters, at fartheſt, with 
their Commiſſioners to the General Aſſembly, if the 
ſame be not done ſooner; and that the Committee, at 
their firſt meeting after the General Aſſembly, ſhall en- 
deavour to complete the next year's ſcheme themſelves; 
and if they cannot complete it, they thall name a ſub- com- 


mittee of their number for that purpoſe, who are to lay 


their draught thereof before a ſubſequent meeting, which 
is appointed to meet as ſoon after the riſing of the Aſ- 
ſembly as poſſible. And empowered the Committee, at 
their firſt meeting, to reject any petition for a new ſta- 


tion, in caſe they ſhall find ſufficient objections againſt 


it; and that the ſaid Committee, in making up the 
icheme of Miſſionaries, &c. do not exceed the ſum in 


the grant. 


IX. 
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IX. 


Edinburgh, May 28. 1796. SY. 9. 


THE Report of the Committee appointed to claſs return; 1 


- Quertures was called for, given in, and read. —The 4, 
ſembly ordered the Overture reſpecting the Licenſing of Pro. 
-bationers to be re-tranſmitted-; with a renewal of the Re. 
commendation to ſuch Preſbyteries as have ſent no Returns, 
to ſend them without further delay. 


New Overture reſpecting the Licenſing 
of Probationers. 


Edinburgh, May 25. 1792. Sefſ. 8. 


THE General Aſſembly having taken under their ſe- 
1 rious conſideration, the great danger to which the 
intereſts of Religion and of this Church may ve ex- 
poſed, by licenſing any to preach the Goſpel, who are 
not duly qualified for that important truſt, do hereby 


enact and ordain, That in all time coming the follow- 


ing regulations ſhall be ſtrictly obſerved: | 
I. It is hereby enacted, That no Student ſhall be en- 


tered upon the Roll of any Profeſſor of Divinity, unleſs 


he ſhall produce to the ſaid Profeſſor a certificate from 
the Miniſter of the pariſh in which he has his uſual re. 
ſidence; or in his abſence, or during a vacancy in ſaid 


pariſh, from ſome neighbouring Miniſter, bearing, that 
his character 1s ſuitable to his views ; together with a 
diploma of Maſter of Arts, or certificates from the {e- 
veral Profeſlors of Philoſophy, under whom he hath 


ſtudied, from which it may be clearly aſcertained that, 
in ſome Univerſity or Umverſities, he hath gone through 


a full courſe of Philoiophy, in ſome winter-ſeſſions 


College 


oh 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 1796. 29 


College preceding that in which the certificates are 
produced. 


II. The General Aſſembly do likewiſe hereby ordain, 


That all Students Who have been inrolled by Profeſſors 


of Divinity, in the manner preſoribed by this act, ſhall 
continue to proſecute the ſtudy of Divinity for the term 
of ſix Seſſions: Provided always, That if any Student 
bhath given regular attendance in the Divinity Hall du- 
ring three Seſſions, his Courſe ſhall be conſidered as 
completed in four Seſſions; and that if he hath given 


regular attendance in the Hall during two Seſſions, his 


Courſe ſhall be conſidered as completed in five Seſſions. 


And the Aſſembly do further ordain, That in each of 


theſe caſes, Students ſhall be inrolled by the Profeſſors 
during the ſeveral Seſſions of their reſpective Courſes, 
and deliver in the Divinity Hall, in the manner herein 
afterwards provided, an Exegeſis in Latin, on ſome con- 
troverted Head in Divinity, a Homily in Engliſh, an 


Exerciſe and Addition, a Lectare on ſome large portion 
of Scripture, and a popular Sermon, together with ſuch 
other exercites.as the Profeſſors ſhall think proper to 


preſcribe. And the Aﬀembly farther enact and declare, 


That a Student 1s-entitled to apply to the Profeſſor for 


his certificates, that he may be propoſed for trials, and 


that the preliminary fteps may be taken by the Preſby- 


tery during the-currency of the laſt Seſſion of his Courle, 


as above deſcribed ; with this limitation, that if the ſaid 
laſt Seſſion is to be claimed as a Seſſion of regular at- 
tendance, he ſhall, toward the concluſion thereof, ob- 
tain a new certificate of his attendance during its cur- 
rency, and produce the ſame to:the Preſbytery or Sy- 
nod, | 


III. Profeſſors of Divinity are required to attend, as 


much as circumſtances may permit, to the conduct of 


ſuch Students as are under their care, and, as far as they 
ind it practicable, to inſiſt that every Student ſhall de- 
liver his firſt diſcourſe ſome time during his ſecond Seſ- 
ſion, at the lateſt, and the remainder of his Diſcourſes 
at ſuch periods as may enable him to deliver the whole 
of them before the end of January of the laſt Seſſion 
of his Courſe. > Int | 


IV. When a Student is propoſed to any Preſbytery, 
m order to be taken upon trials, the Preſbytery * be 
| H alone, 


ng 
alone, and the motion for.that purpoſe ſhall lie upon the 


views i life. 
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table till their next ordinary meeting. In the mean 


time, the Preſbytery ſhall appoint the Member by whom 


the Student has been propoſed, to lay before the ſaid 


meeting the certificate or certificates in favour of the 


Student, that are ſpecified in the third paragraph of the 
fifth ſection of this act; to deſire him to attend the 
ſame; and to inform him, that, previouſly to the meet. 
ing, he ought, as far as circumſtances may permit, to 
wait on ſuch Miniſters of the Preſbytery as have not 
formerly had an opportunity of converſing with him in 


private. 


V. When the time appointed for confidering the mo- 


tion is arrived, the Preſbytery ſhall ſtrictly obſerve the 
following regulations. 


1//, The Preſbytery ſhall be alone, while they are 
employed in diſcuſſing the ſeveral preliminaries reſped- 
ing Students who are propoſed for trials. 

24, They ſhall require ſatisfying evidence, that every 


Student who is propoſed for that purpoſe, has completed 


the twenty-firſt year of his age. 

34, No Student ſhall be admitted to trials, unleſs he 
produces to the Prefbytery, a certificate or certificates 
from the Profeſſor or Profeſlors of Divinity, under 
whoſe tuition he hath ſtudied, bearing, that he hath pro- 
ſecuted his ſtudies, and delivered his Diſcourſes, in the 
manner preſcribed by this act; and that his conduct, as 
far as conſiſts with the knowledge of the ſaid Profeſſor, 
or Profeſſors, has been in every reſpect fuitable to his 
And the General Aſſembly do likewiſe 
hereby ena, That the Preſbytery ſhall record at full 
length the ſaid certificate, or certificates, in their mi- 
nutes : And it 1s hereby enacted and declared, That the 


Student having lodged ſuch certificate or certificates, 


ſhall be entitled to obtain extracts of the ſame, if de- 


manded. | | 
4th, No Prefbytery fhall receive any Student upon 


erb they are ſatisfied that he is of good report; 
ound in his principles; pious, ſober, grave, and prudent, 


in his behaviour; of a peaceable diſpoſition ; and well 


affected to the happy eſtabliſhment in this kingdom, both 
in Church and State. And, that the Preſbytery may 


proceed with all due caution, in a matter of ſuch pecu- 


liar importance, they ſhall not agree to the mot ion in 


behalf of the Student, unleſs his reſidence, during or 
mT” * 0 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 1796. ZT 
rear preceding, has been chiefly within their bounds, 
or he ſball produce ſufficient teſtimonials from the Preſ- 
bytery, in whoſe bounds his reſidence has chiefly been 
during that term, bearing, that his character is ſuch as 
is deſcribed in the immediately preceding ſentence of 


this paragraph, and recommending him, in theſe re- 
ſpects, to the Preſbytery before whom the propoſal is 


made, as a Proper perſon to be entered upon trials. 
5th, The Preſbytery ſhall not agree to the motion in 


favour of the Student, unleſs they are ſatisfied, that he 


has made a competent degree of proficiency in thoſe 


ſeveral branches of knowledge which are neceſſary to 
enable him to be an uſeful Preacher of the Goſpel. And 


the General Aſſembly ordain, that the Preſbytery, in 


order to procure full information in this reſpect, ſhall 
examine the Student, ſtrictly, and privately, on his 


knowledge of the Greek and Latin languages,. and of 
Philoſophy and Theology. | 

6th, If after theſe preliminary ſteps have been taken, 
the Preſbytery ſhall be of opinion, that the Student is 


duly qualified in theſe ſeveral particulars, they ſhall re- 


cord this opinion 1n their minutes, and order their clerk 
to write letters to the ſeveral Preſbyteries within the 
bounds of the Provincial Synod, two kalendar months 
at leaſt before the meeting of the ſame, informing them 
of the Preſbytery's intention to take the Student upon 


Public Trials, and bearing, that the certificate, or cer- 


tificates in his favour, which are required by this act, 
have been regularly laid before them. But it is hereby 
provided, That within the bounds of ſuch Synods as 
meet only once a-year, a Student may be entitled to 
have theſe circular letters written half a-year ſooner 
than would be otherwiſe competent. 


VI. The General Aſſembly do likewiſe hereby enact 
and declare, That, at the requeſt of the Student, it ſhall 
be competent to any Preſbytery to transfer the recei- 
ving of the Public Trials, or any part thereof, certify- 
ng to the Preſhytery to which the transference is to 
be made, that the various preliminary ſteps have been 
taken according to the directions of this act; and that 
ſuch parts of the public and private trials as have been 


N gone through, have been received with appro- 
ation. 8 | "mY 
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VII. If a Student hath ſtudied, either in whole or ir 


part, in Proteſtant Univerſities which are not within the 
bounds of this Church, he ſhall, when he is propoſed to 


any Prefbytery for.trials, be required to produce ſatis. 
fying teſtimonials from the Profeſſors of Divinity in 
ſaid Univerſities ; and the time which thefe Profeflors 


thall certify to have been employed by him in ſtudying 


Divinity under their tuition, ſhall be computed in the 
ſame manner as if he had proſecuted his ſtudies in any 


of the Univerſities within the bounds of this Church. 


But it is hereby provided, That no Student, in ſuch cir. 


.cumſtances, thall be admitted even to thoſe private 
trials which are appointed to be taken before the 
writing of the circular letters, ſooner than ſix kalendar 
months after his arrival in Scotland. 5 


VIII. The General Aſſembly ordain, That if a Preſ. 


bytery propoſe to take a Student upon public trials, 
and have, with that view, written the circular letters, 


as is herein required, public intimation thereof ſhall be 
made at ſome diet of the next meeting of the Provincial 
Synod, which ſhall not be the laſt diet thereof: And the 
Preſbytery clerk is hereby required to tranſmit to the 


Synod clerk an extract of the certificate, or certificates 


laid before the Preſbytery in favour ef the Student, in 
order that the ſame may be produced at this diet of the 
Synod. And it is likewite hereby ordained, That at 
Jome {ſubſequent diet of the Synod, particular inquiry 
ſhall be made, whether any of the Members of the Court 
has any objection to offer againſt the Student being en- 
tered upon Public Trials: And that the Synod then, ta- 
king into conſideration the extract produced, and the 
whole of the caſe, ſhall judge of the expediency of al- 
lowing the Preſbytery to admit the Student on trials: 
Or if in any caſe the Preſbytery clerk ſhall fail to tran: 
mit the extracts of the certificates above mentioned, 
the Student may produce to the Synod, by himſelf or 
by any Member of the Court, the extract of the ſame, 
which by this act he is entitled to obtain. 


IX. If the Synod ſhall allow the Student to be taken 
upon Public Trials, the Preſbytery ſhall proceed therein 
with all convenient ſpeed ; and the Aſſembly appoint the 
following trials to be taken of the Student, and in the 


order herein mentioned: I/, Catechetic trials on D 


Aity, Chronology, and Church Hiſtory ; 24, A 1 


% 
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the Hebrew and Greek languages; 3d, An Exegeſis in 


Latin on ſome controverted Head in Divinity; 4th, A 


Homily in Engliſh; 5%, An Exerciſe and Addition; 


6¹b, A Lecture on ſome large portion of Scripture ; 77h, 
A popular Sermon; it being underſtood, that if the 
Preſbytery ſee cauſe, they may examine the Student 
upon the ſubject of theſe ſeveral Diſcourſes. 


X. The Student having gone through the ſeveral 
trials, which are mentioned in the immediately preced- 
ing ſection of this act, the Preſbytery are ordained to 

roceed in the following order. 

I/, They ſhall, deliberately and ſeriouſly, take a con- 
junct view of the whole trials; and if they ſhall be of 
opinion, that the Student is not properly qualified to 

erform the duties incumbent upon a Preacher of the 
Goſpel, they ſhall by no means grant him a Licenſe in 
his preſent circumſtances. 


24, If, upon this review of the trials, the Preſbytery 


are fully ſatisfied therewith, they ſhall record this opi- 
nion in their minutes. 5 

34, The Preſbytery ſhall then propoſe to the Student 
the queſtions that are appointed to be put to all who 


paſs Trials by act roth, Aſſembly 1711, and require him 


to ſubſcribe the Formula which is preſcribed by the ſaid 
act. And the General Aflembly- ftritly prohibit all 


Preſbyteries from licenſing any Student to preach the 


Goſpel, who ſhall not give explicit and ſatisfying an- 
| ſwers to theſe queſtions, and ſubſcribe the ſaid Formula. 


4th, The Preſbytery ſhall order the act of Aſſembly 


1759, againſt Simoniacal practices, to be read to the 
Student in their preſence. | 

Laſily, The Preſ>yrery ſhall appoint their Modera- 
tor to licenſe the Student to preach the Goſpel, and or- 


der their clerk to furnith him with an extract of his li— 


cenſe. 


XI. For the better obſervance of this act, the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly ordain, 1/7, That it ſhall be printed among 
their other printed acts; 2d, That it ſhall be printed by 


itſelf, in ſome convenient form; 3d, That a copy of 


this ſeparate edition ſhall be tranſmitted to each Pro- 

feſſor of Divinity in the Univerſities of Scotland; and 

that the ſaid Profeſſors ſhall read the ſame in their re- 

ſpective Halls, once at leaſt during every Seſſion, and at 

ſuch times as they have reaſon to expect the _—c 
| | 1 | 0 
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2 


of the greateſt number of Students for that Seſſion; 
and, /a/tly, That a copy of the ſame edition ſhall like. 
wiſe be tranſmitted to the clerks of each Synod, and 
Preſbytery, within the bounds of this Church, and that 
the laid clerks thall keep the lame along with their mi— 


nutes, and bring it up to each meeting of their reſpec- 
tive Courts, for the uſe of the Members. 


i db b EdF le bd rd dle 


X. 


Act appointing the Diet of the next 


General Aſſembly. 


Edinburgh, 30th May 1796. . ult, 


HE next GENERAL ASSEMBLY of this National 
Church is appointed to be held within the New 


Church Ayle of Edinburgh, on Thurſday the 18th oy 
of May 1797. 


Extracted from the Records of the General Aſſembly, by 
ANDREW DALZEL, Cl. Eccl. Scoi. 


TABLE 


* Af 


TABLE of the Printed Acts of the 
Genecal Aſſembly, held in the Year 
1790. 


II. 


VII. 


VIII. 


Page. 


HE King's Commiſſion to Davie Earl of Lk- 
vEN and MELVILLE, produced, and ordered 
to be recorded, 


The King's moſt gracious Letter to the General 
Aﬀembly, preſented io them by Hs Majeſ}ty's 


Commiſſioner, 


The General Aſſembly's Anſwer to the King's 
moſt gracious Letter, 


Adareſs to his Maje/ty on his late Preſervation, 
Addreſs to his Majeſty on the birth of a Prin- 


ceſs, the Daughter of their Royal Highneſſes 
the Prince and Princeſs of Wales, 


Regulations and Overlure reſpecting the Erection 


of Chapels of Eaſe, 


Commiſſion of the General Aſembly, to certain 


Minijiers and Ruling Elders, for difeuf ng af- 
fairs referred to them, 


Commiſſion to ſome eren Ruling Elders, 
for the Reformation of the Highlands and 
Iſlands of Scotland, and for managing his 
Majeſty's Royal Bounty for that end, 


New Overture reſpecting the Licenſing of Proba- 
tioners, - 


Act appointing the Diet of next General Aſſembly, 
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ACTINGS and PROCEEDINGS 4 the 'GenzrAL ASSEW- 
Ly of the CHURCH of ScorLANp, held at Edinburgh, in 
the Year 1796, which are not printed at full length. 


Thurſday, May 19. 1796. Se /. x. 
FrER Sermon by the Reverend Dr JAMES Mexx, Miniſter 


the Miniſters and Ruling Elders convened in the Aſſembly- 
houſe in the uſual manner: And after Prayer by the ſaid Dr 
James Meek, the Reverend Dr WILLIAM GREENFIELD, one 
of the Miniſters of the City, and Profeſſor of Rhetoric and 
Belles Lettres in the Univerſity of Edinburgh, being unani- 


at Cambuſlang, Moderator of the laft General Aﬀembly, 


mouſly .choten Afoderator; he, at the Aſſembly' 8 deſire, took 


the chair. 


Ine KIxd's Commiſſion to the Right Honourable Davin Earl 
of LEVEN and MELVILLE, to repreſent his Majeſty's Royal 
Perſon, read, and ordered to be recorded. 


The King” s moſt 1 Letter to this en read, and or- 

dered to be recorded. © 

His Majeſty's Royal Warrant for 1. roco was alſo- delivered to 
the Aſſembly, and ordered to be recorded. | 

The Commiſſioners Speech at opening the Aſſembly,” and the 
Moderator's Speech in return thereto. 0 

FN named for anfwerig the King 8 moſt gractous 

etter. | 

A congratulatory Addieſs to his Majeſty on the birth of a Prin- 
cets, the Daughter of their Royal Highneſſes the PRINCE and 
PRINCESS of WALESs : 

Alſo an Addreſs to his Majeſty, on his providential benen 
tion from the daring and atrocious attempt lately made a- 
gainſt his Royal Perſon, agreed to; and a Committee ap- 
pointed to prepare both Addrefſes.  / 

A Committee named for reviſing the Commiſſions to the Mem- 
bers of this Aſſembly, cenfuring abſents from the diets there- 
of, naming Minifters to preach before his Grace the King's 
Commitlioner, and receiving Lifts of 'Probitioners in the ſe- 
veral Preſpyteries in order to their being recorded. g 
Committee for Overtures named, 


A Committee for Bills, B References and Appeals, named. 
djournment. . 


See printed Acts, 


No. 1. 


and No. H. 
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Friday, May 20. 1796. Se. 2. 


Sederunt. 
New Commiſſions produced. 


2A diet ſpent in Prayer. 7 | 
Act VII. of the Aﬀembly 1718, for the better diſpatch of the 


buſineſs of the Aſſembly, read, and the obſervation thereof en. 

Joined. 1 IE 7: 
Miniſters named to preach before his Grace the Commiſſioner. 
The Committee for reviſing Commiſſions appointed to meet. 
The Committees for Overtures and Bills appointed to meet. 


- Adjournment. | 


NI . Saturday, May 21. 1796. Seſſ. z. 
Sederunt, _ T:+015 | | | 
New Commiſſions produced. Ei £7 
The draught of the Anſwer. to the King's moſt gracious Letter 
to this Aſſembly: Allo, the draught of an Addreſs to his 
Majeſty on his late providential preſervation : And the draught 
of an Addreſs to his Majeſty on the birth of a Princeſs, the 
Daughter of their Royal Highneſſes the Prince and Princeſs 
of Wales, being ſeverally brought in and approved, his Grace 
the Commiſſioner, at the Aſſembly's requeſt, undertook to 
tranſmit the ſame to his Majeſty. | = 
The Report of the Committee for overtures was given in and 


read. 14 I. 50! 651 r 3 ; 
It was objected to the Commiſſion from the Preſbytery of Loch- 
carron, That the Elder is ſtated as having ſigned the For- 
« mula enjoy ned by the x1th Act of Aſſembly 1794, inſtead 
of 1694.“ In reſpect the Elder has frequently been at- 
teſted in former Aſſemblies, as having ſigned the proper For- 
mula, and as the informality appeared merely to be the miſ- 
take of the Clerk in copying a ſingle figure, viz. 7 inſtead of 
6, the Aſſembly repelled the objection, and ſuſtained the 
eee r ists i G7 ob Frm 

It was objected to the Commiſſion from the burgh of Culrols, 
That the atteſtation of the Kirk-ſeſfion wants the clauſe, 
„ certifying, that the Commiſſioner. has ſigned. the Formula 

« preſcribed by the 1xth Act of the Aſſembly 1694, and the 
« Prefbytery, in their atteſtation, mention this exception to 
„ the Commiſhoner, but atteſt him as qualified in every other 
« reſpect. The Afﬀembly agreed, that this Commiſſion 
ſhall be ſuſtained, when the Commillioner ſhall have ſubſcri- 
bed the above mentioned Formula at. the bar of the Aſſem. 
bly; and Mr George Abercromby, Advocate, the Com miſ⸗ 
ſioner, did ſubſcribe the formula preſoribed by the 11th Ad 
of Aſſembly 1694, in preſence. of the Aſſembly, and took his 
ſeat accordingly. a Ki TRE TS egal ö 
ee 0 

ill Monday. 
le till M The 
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Overture from the Synod of Glaſgow and Ayr, 
the Bible, read, and ordered to lie on the tab 
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The Report of the Committee of laſt Aſſembly on Chapels of 
Eaſe was read, and ordered to he on the table till Wedneſ- 
day, and the Report in the meantime was ordered to be print- 


ed. | 

The roll of cauſes tranſmitted by the Committee for Bills was 

called for, produced, and read. 1 

The Aſſembly agreed to take up the petition of Mr Simpſon on 
Monday, and the cauſe of Mr Gillanders on Tueſday. 

A Committee was named to reviſe the actings and proceedings 
of the Commiſſion of laſt General Aſſembly. And 

A Committee named to reviſe the Actings and Proceedings of 
the Committee appointed by laſt Aſſembly, for managing 

the Royal Bounty for Reformation of the Highlands and 
Iflands. 

A Committee was named to reviſe the accounts of the Procu- 
rator and Agent for the Church, and other public accounts, 
conſider the ſtate of the Church's public money, and prepare 
overtures about the ſame. 


The Committee for Overtures was appointed to meet this even- 


ing, and empowered to receive from the ſeveral Members 
any inſtructions given to them by the reſpective Synods or 
Preſbyteries, claſs the matters therein contained, and prepare 
Overtures thereon to the Aſſembly; and to receive and conſi- 
der any accounts that ſhall be given them of the ſtate of the 
Church in the North Highlands, particularly concerning the 
growth of Popery and Superſtition, and prepare Overtures 
tor preventing and ſuppreſſing thereof. | 
The Committee for Bills was appointed to meet. 
Adjournment. OL endings 


+4 »» Monday, May 23. 2796. Se. 4. 
Sederunt. 1 * 
Report of the Committee for Overtures given in, and read. 
Agreed to conſider the Overture from the Synod of Perth and 
Stirling on Thurſday next, and the Overture from the Sy- 
nod of Fife immediately after. 1% Ben 
Report of the Committee for Bills given in, and read. _ 
A ſpecial Committee appointed to conſider the petition of Mr 
3 Miniſter of Lochgoilhead, and to report on Fri- 
ay. 
Sy nod Books called for. | 4 | | 
The Overture from the Synod of Glaſgow and Ayr was read ; 
and, in reſpect that the important object mentioned in the O- 
verture has already been obtained by the printing and publi- 
_ of a new edition of the Bible, the Aſſembly diſmiſſed 
elan, of to tyam 3}: | Ea? . 
The Aſſembly proceeded to conſider the reference from the Sy- 


nod of Aberdeen, reſpecting miniſters of Chapels of Eaſe 


being elected Members of Church udicatories: After rea- 
ſoning, and the vote being put, the Aſſembly declared, That it 
appears to this Aſſembly, that Miniſters of Chapels of Eaſe, 


being in the habitual exerciſe of the functions of 1 
8 | erla 
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ſerial office, are thereby diſqualified from fitting as lay. elders 
in the judicatories of this Church. ay 05 
The Committees for Overtures and Bills appointed to meet. 


Adjournment. 
Tueſday, May 24. 1796. „ 
Sederunt. "9 


New Commiſſions produced. _ | 

Report of the Committee for Overtures given in, and read. 

The Aſſembly agreed to conſider the Inſtructions and Overture 
from the Synod of Moray on Thurſday, along with the O. 
verture on the ſame ſubje& from the Synod of Fife. | 

Report of the Committee on the Orkney grievances given in 
and read, and ordered to lie on the table till to-morrow, 

An Appeal at the inſtance of Mr John Gillanders, Miniſter of 
Fern, in the Preſbytery of Brechin, from a ſentence of the 
Synod of Angus and Mearns, of date 27th October 1795, 
heard. The Aſſembly reverſed the ſentences of the Preſby. 
tery of Brechin, and of the Synod of Angus and Mearns ; 
dilapproved of the manner in which the Preſbytery have 

conducted their viſitation in the pariſh of Fern; remitted 
this cauſe to the Preſbytery of Brechin, and ordained the 
Preſbytery, at their firſt ordinary meeting, to pronounce 
judgment on the accuſation brought againſt Mr Gillanders 

by Martha Lighton; and thereafter, to ſummon Alexander 
Webſter, George Deuchar, and John Muriſon, who, before 
the Preſbytery on the 28th of  Auguft, and 4th September 
1793, undertook to prove by witneſſes certain charges againſt 
Mr Gillanders, to come forward, in terms of the form of 
proceſs, with ſuch of theſe charges as they ſhall think proper, 
in the form of a libel, on or before the 1ſt of October next, 
on which libel the Preſbytery are to judge; enjoining the 
Preſbytery, notwithſtanding any appeals that may be ta- 
ken from their ſentences, to pronounce a judgment upon the 
relevancy of the libel, if any ſhall be offered, betore the 
meeting of the Synod of Angus and Mearns, in April next. 
Adjournment. 1 os FE a. ors; | 
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Wedneſday, May 25. 1706. Sef. 6. 


mur. 


Sederunt. 

A new Commiſſion produced. 

Committees appointed to meet. ait „„ 

The Report of the Committee on the Orkney grievances was 
given in, read and approved of, with this addition, That 
if the grievances in the Pariſh of Evie and Rendal be redreſ- 
ſed without a proceſs before the Court of Seſſion, the Aſſem- 

1 bly inſtruct the Procurator and Agent for the Church, to 

commence and carry on a proceſs according to their dilcr 

| tion, in either of the other two caſes ſelected by the _— | 
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Orkney: And further, a Committee was appointed to pre- 
are a diſtinct ſtatement of the grievances complained of in 
the Synod of Orkney, to be Reported to the Aſſembly on 
Saturday; and if then approved of, to be tranſmitted by the 
Moderator, in name of the General Aſſembly, to the Patfons 
and other heritors of the Pariſhes in that country. 


- 


The Aſſembly proceeded to confider the Report of the Com- 


mittee on Chapels of Eaſe: And firſt, to conſider the Reſo- 
lutions contained in ſaid Report; and next, the moſt compe- 


tent method of enacting the ſame; and with ſome amend- 


ments, the whole of the Report was unanimouſly adopted, ex- 
cept the concluding clauſe, viz. © That ſuch Preſbytery ſhall 


_ « thereafter Report the whole circumſtances of the caſe from 


« their minutes to the next meeting of the General Aſſembly ; 
« and ſhall not pronounce any final judgment on the petition, 
« till they ſhall have received the ſpecial directions of the 
« Aſſembly thereon; and that it ſhall be competent for the 
« petitioners, and for all parties having intereſt, to be heard 


« on the ſubject at the bar of the Aſſembly.” And a diffe- 


rence of opinion having ariſen reſpecting this clauſe, the Aſ- 
ſembly agreed to the following ſtate of a vote, Report or 
Judge; it being underſtood, that if it carries Report, the con- 
cluding clauſe ſhall alſo be adopted; and if it carries Judge, 
that in place of the concluding clauſe, there ſhall be ſubſti- 
tuted the following words: That ſuch Preſbyteries ſhall 
« thereafter conſider the whole circumſtances of the caſe, and 
« pronounce judgment thereon.” And the roll being called, 
and votes marked, it carried Report. Therefore the conclud- 
ing clauſe was alſo adopted. Againſt which decifion a 
member diſſented ; and thoſe who might adhere, were al- 
lowed to enter their diſſents to-morrow. The Aſſembly de- 
layed the conſideration of the form of enactment till to-mor- 
. | : I 

Upon a motion, the Committee for Overtures was appointed to 
meet, +> 

Adjournment, 


Sederunt. | | 
vereral Members adhered to the difſent of yeſterday, reſpec- 


ting Chapels of Eaſe. 


Report of the Committee for Overtures given in, and read, 
The Aſſembly, agreed to conſider on Saturday, the Overture 


from the Preſbytery of Kincardine-Oneal, anent the method 


of carrying on Proceſſes againſt Clergymen. | 
The public accounts produced, and ordered to lie on the table. 


The Aſſembly, in purſuance of their reſolution of yeſterday, 


proceeded to confider the form that may be moſt competent 
tor enacting the Reſolutions then adopted, reſpecting Chapels 
of Eaſe, After long reaſoning, the Aſſembly judging it ex- 

3 L pedient, 


Thurſday, May 26. 1796. Sefſ. 7. 
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pedient, that no Chapel of Eaſe ſhould be erected Without 
the knowledge and approbation of the General Aſſembly, un 
animouſly ordained, &c. (See Printed Acts, No. VI.) Hes 


The Aſſembly proceeded to confider the Overture from the Sy. 


nod of Perth and Stirling, anent Profeſſors being Miniſters 
of Pariſhes where they cannot conſtantly reſide The Over 
ture was unanimouſly diſmiſſed, as unneceſſary, on account 
of the exiſting laws in Church and State, on the ſubject of 
Reſidence. EE 
The Overtures anent the diffuſion of the Goſpel, were delayed 
till to-morrow. _ | | | 
Upon a motion, the Committee of Bills was appointed to meet. 


Adjournment. | | 


Friday, May 27. 1796. Sep. 8. 

Sederunt. . | 
A new Commiſſion produced. | 

Report of the Committe of Bills given in, and read. OH 
The Report of the Committee on the Petition for Mr Dugald 
Macdougal, Miniſter of Lochgoilhead, given in, and read. 
The Aſſembly unanimouſly approved of the Report; and, 
agreeable thereto, remitted to the Procurator and Agent for 
the Church, to. defend the proceſs therein mentioned, in 


name of the Church, at the public expence. 


The Report of the Truſtees of the fund eſtabliſhed by act of 


Parliament, for a proviſion to Miniſters Widows, &c. contain- 
ing an account of their proceedings fince laſt General Afem- 
bly, and a ftate of the fund under their management, given 
in, and ordered to lie on the table till to-morrow : And, upon 
a motion, the thanks of the Houſe were given from the chair 


to Sir Henry Moncreiff-Wellwood, for his fidelity, attention 


and prudence in the management of the fund. 

The Aſſembly proceeded to conſider the Overtures from the 
Synods of Fife and Moray, relative to the diffuſion of the 
Goſpel. After reaſoning, a motion was made and ſeconded, 
That the General Aflembly are of opinion, that the ob- 
i ject propoſed in the Overtures is of the higheſt importance: 
«« But, in reſpect the facts and circumſtances, which are ne- 
« ceflary for the General Aſſembly to come to any reſolution 
upon this ſubject at preſent, are not ſufficiently explained and 
c inſtructed ; therefore, the Aſſembly appoint a Committee to 
take the ſubject of them into conſideration, and report the 
« reſult of their enquiries to the next General Aſſembly:“ 
And, after farther reaſoning, another motion was made and 
ſeconded, © That the General Aſſembly having confidered 
the Overtures, and judging it highly inexpedient, at this 
time, to appoint a Collection over Scotland, by the authort- 
« ty of the General Aſſembly; and not confidering the cir- 
«« cumſtances of the times as favourable for the General Aſ- 


4 ſembly's adopting any particular meaſure, in relation wo 
| in. 4 obje 
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„object of the Overtures, diſmiſs the ſame: At the ſame 
time, recommend to all the Members of the Church of Scot. 
land, in their different ſtations, to take every competent 
method of promoting, within the ſphere of their influence, 
« the knowledge of the Goſpel, a juſt ſenſe of the ineſtimable 
« benefits Which it conveyes to all who embrace it; and the 
practice of theſe virtues, by which Chriſtians make their 
„light to ſhine before others: And, while they offer their 
« feryent prayers to Almighty God for the fulfilment of his 
« Promiſe, in giving his Son the Heathen for an inheritance ; 
« they relo]ve, that, they will embrace with .zeal and with 


_ « thankfulnels, any favourable opportunity of contributing, by 


« their exertions, to the propagation of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
« which Divine Providence may.hereafter open.” The Aſ- 
ſembly agreed to the following ſtate of a vote, Appoint or 
Diſmiſs ; and the Roll being called, and votes marked, it car- 
ried Diſmiſs: Therefore, the Aſſembly diſiniſſæed the Over- 
tures, in terms of, and with the recommendation contained in, 
the ſecond motion accordingly. | 


The Committee on.new applications appointed.to meet. 
Adjournment. , 


Saturday, May 28. 1796. Seff. g. 

Sederunt. 

A new Commiſſion produced. | 

Act approving of the account of Mr William Robertſon, Adyo- 
cate, Procurator for the Church, and exonering and diſcharg- 
ing him, and his cautioners, of the ſum of L. 486: 0: 6+ 
Sterling diſpurſed by him, and appointing, that he give cre- 
dit in his next account for the ſum of L. 13: 19: 6 Ster- 
ling, being the balance due by him. 


Act approving of the account of Mr W illiam Murray, Agent 


for the Church, and exonering and diſcharging him of the 


ſum of L. 89: 6: 8 Sterling, diſburſed by him, and appoint- 


ing that he take credit in his next account for the ſum of 


L. 14: 6: 8 Sterling, being the balance due to him. 


Act approving of the account of Mr James Dickſon, Printer for 
the Church, and ordering payment of the ſum of L. 10 Ster- 


ling, being the amount thereof. 


Act approving of the account of ſtationary articles furniſhed to 


the clerks by Mr Elphinſton Balfour, and ordering payment 


1 the ſum of L. 10: 14: 10 Sterling, being the amount there- 
of | 


The Report of the viſitors of the Commiſſion-record called for; 


the Commiſſioners? conduct approved of; thanks given to the 


Moderator. of the- Commiſſion, and their book ordered to be 
atteſted, 


The Report of the Committee for naming Members of the 


Commiſſion of this Aſſembly, and preparing inſtructions to 
them, given in, and approved. The Aſſembly added thereto, 
Se, en, Dr 


See Printed Acts, 
No. VII. 
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Dr Henry Grieve, one of the Miniſters of Edinburgh, in 
place of the Moderator. | | | 
The Report of the viſitors of the Royal Bounty record given in 
and read; the conduct of the managers approved of, and their 
book ordered to be atteſted. 


See Printed Acts. A Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty this year, 


No. VIII. with a Commillion and inſtructions to them. 
The Synod Books of Merſe and Teviotdale, and of Angus and 
Mearns ordered to be atteſted. | | 
The Report of the Truſtees of the fund eſtabliſhed by act of 

Parliament for a proviſion to Miniſters Widows, Sc. again 
called for, and ordered to be recorded in the ſeparate regiſter 
kept for that purpoſe. _ | a 5 

No. IX. The Report of the commitee appointed to olaſs returns to Over- 
tures was called for, given in, and read. The Aſſembly or— 
dered the Overture reſpecting the licenſing of Probationers 
to be re- tranſmitted; recommending to ſuch Preſbyteries as 
have ſent no returns, to ſend up their opinions to next Af. 
ſembly. 

The Committee on the Enzie fund renewed with the former 
powers. The names of the Members of the Committee are: 
The Moderator, Dr Hardy, Dr Hunter, Mr William Simp- 
ſon, Dr John Kemp, Sir Henry Moncreiff, Mr Moodie, Mini- 
fters ; the Procurator, Mr Thomas Smith, writer, Mr George 
Andrew, writer, Mr Solicitor-General, Mr James Gordon 
younger of Craig, Mr William Gordon younger of Rothny, 
and Mr James Robertſon, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elders. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to draw up a diſtinct 
ſtate of the grievances within the Synod of Orkney, was given 
in, and read: The Aſſembly approved thereof, and autho- 
riſed the Moderator to tranſmit copies of the ſaid ſtatzment 
to the principal heritors of the different Pariſhes concerned, 
accompanied with a reſpectful Letter; and appointed him to 
Report to the next Aſſembly any anſwers which he may have 
received; and the General Aſſembly enjoin the Preſpyteries 
within the bounds of the Synod of Orkney, to lay before next 
Aſſembly a ſtate of the Churches and Parochial Schools with- 
in their bounds, that the next Aſſembly may take ſuch ſteps, 
as to them in their wiſdom, may ſeem beſt calculated for re- 
dreſſing the grievances which may then exiſt. 

The Overture from the Preſbytery of Kincardine-Oneal delay- 


. ed till Monday. 
Committees appointed to meet 
Adjournment. | 
Monday, May 30. 1796. Sef: ult. 
Sederunt. = . 
'The Synod Book of Lothian and Tweeddale ordered to be at- 


teſted. | 8 9 
The Report of the Committee on new applications given in, 
and read, and unanimouſly approved of. e. 
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The Procurator authoriſed to pay to'the Preſbytery of Kelſo, 
4:9: 2 Sterling, as ſoon as the debts already on the funds 
of the Church are extinguiſhed. 
Lit of Probationers produced; their names read out, and or- 
dered to be recorded. 
The Report of the Committee of laſt Aſſembly, on the petition 
of the Miniſters of Tongue, Duirneſs, and Edrachilles, given 
in, and read; which Report the Aſſembly approved of, and 
recommended the farther confideration of this affair to the 
ſame Committee, with the addition of Mr James Robertſon, 
writer to the Signet, and Mr George Andrew, writer, to Re- 
port to next Aſſembly ; Mr Finlayſon Convener. 
The Overture from 'the Preſbytery of Kincardine-Oneal, anent 
the method of carrying on proceſſes againſt clergymen, was 
again called for, and read. The Aſſembly appointed a Com- 
mittee to conſider the ſubject of the ſaid Overture, and to lay 
their Report before the Commiſhon in November, that ſome 
Overture thereanent may be prepared and ripened for the 
next Aſſembly. Dr Grieve to be Convener of the Commit- 
- 466 : 
A Committee named to reviſe the minutes of the Aſſembly's 
proceedings at this and all other diets thereof, and to pitch 
upon ſuch of the Acts of the Aſſembly as are to be ſtanding 
rules, in order to their being printed. N 
The Moderator's ſpeech to the Aſſembly, and to his Grace the 
Commiſſioner. | 
The Lord High Commiſſioner's ſpeech to the Aſſembly, | 
Act appointing next diet of Aﬀembly. | See Printed Acts, 
The Aſſembly concluded with Prayer, ſinging of Pſalms, and No. X. 
pronouncing the Bleſſing. | 
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